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Preface to Section Two

Preface to Section Two

As we continue our study of Knowing God we, as realistic students, continue to look to the Bereans for
our inspiration o n how to examine the questions of our faith. Therefore, we scrutinize everything that
is said to see if it is true (using the Scriptures as our arbiter of truth), faithfully moving forward in our
efforts to know Him with whom we have to do.

Tolkien on Knowing God

At the age of 77, Tolkien was asked by his publishe
postmarked May 20, 1969, he said (in part):

So it may be said that the chief purpose of life, for any one of us, is to increase according to our
capacity our knowledge of God by all the means we have, and to be moved by it to praise and
thanks. To do as we say in theGloria in Excelsis

0. . . We praise you, we call you holy, we worshig
greatnessd your splendour . ©

0OAnd in moments of exaltation we may call on al l (
their behalf, as is done in Psalm 148, and in The

THE LORD . . . all mountains and hills, all orchards and forests, all things that creep and birds on
the wing. 66

Taken from The Letters of J.R.R. TolkietMariner Books, June 2000.
A prayer for this study

Dear Lord God, you have challenged us in your Word to study to show ourselves approved andbld us

to leave aside the milk of the Gospel and mature into its meat. Open our hearts, O Lord, and prepare us
to learn of you, to drink deep of your revelation of yourself. And as we come to know you better, O

Lord, may we also come to better know oursdves. Grant us, by your grace, success in our efforts. We
thank you, O Lord, for your mercy and patience with us as we struggle to understand both you and
ourselves better. May everything we do be to your honor and glory. Amen.

William (Bill) G. Meisheid
William (Bill) G. Meisheid
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Section Two: Behold Your God!

Section Two: Behold Your God!

We now begin Section Two where we look at the God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) we were introduced to
in Section One, the unfathomable Threein-One.

Scriptures

Isaiah 35:4 Say to those who are fearfuth e a r t e drgng, doBhot fear! Behold, your God will come
with vengeance, With the recompense of God; He wi l |

Isaiah 40:9 O Zion, You who bring good tidings, Get up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, You who
bring good tidings, Lift up your voice with strength, Lift it up, be not afraid; Say to the cities of Judah,
o0Behold your God! 66

John149Jesus answered: O6Don't you know me, Philip, ev
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show usthak her ' ? 6

John20280 Thomas said to him, 6My Lord and my God! d6

Quotes

"You see many stars at night in the sky but find them not when the sun rises; can you say that there are
no stars in the heaven of day? So, O man! because you behold not God in the days of your ignorance,
say not that there is no God" Anonymous

"Hence that dread and amazement with which as Scripture uniformly relates hdy men were struck and
overwhelmed whenever they beheld the presence of God men are never duly touched and impressed
with a conviction of their insignificance until they have.” John Calvin

The Incomprehensible
By Isaac Watts(167401748)

FAR in the Heavensmy God retires:

My God, the mark of my desires,

And hides his lovely face;

When he descends within my view,

He charms my reason to pursue,

But | eaves it tirdd and fainting in thd unequal c¢ha

Or if | reach unusual height

Till near his presence brought,

There floods of glory check my flight,

Cramp the bold pinions of my wit,

And all untune my thought;

Plunged in a sea of light | roll,

Where wisdom, justice, mercy, shines;

Infinite rays in crossing lines

Beat thick confusion on my sight, and overwhelm my soul.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2035:4%20&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040:9&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2014:9&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020:28&version=NKJV

The Incomprehensible

Great God! behold my reason lies
Adoring: yet my love would rise

On pinions not her own:

Faith shall direct her humble flight,
Through all the trackless seas of light,
To Thee, thé Eternal Fair, the infinite Unknown.



Chapter 7: God Unchanging

Chapter 7: God Unchanging

Todayd s t IGeditlee:same yesterday, today, and tomorrow, forever immutable.

Scriptural background: Numbers 23:19 "God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He
should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?"

Psalm 33:11"The counsel of the Lord stands for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations."
Quotes for the week

"As my high school teacher, Miss Julia Coleman, used to say: "We must adjust to changing times and
still hold to unchanging principles.” Jimmy Carter. Inaugural address Thursday, January 20, 1977.

"We need to learn to set our course by the stars, not by the lights of every passing ship." Omar Nelson
Bradley. U.S. general, 18931981.

"I have my faults, but changing my tune is not one of them." Samuel Beckett. The Unnamable Paris: Les
Editions de Minuit, 1953. English: New York, Grove Press, 1958.

Concern: Will we fail to comprehend that unlike us God is
dependable and unchanging?

The world of the scriptures is so different from our world, that sometimes we find it hard to recognize
the God we seein the pages of the Old Testament. Because of thiswe have to be careful not to see two

different Gods (OT & NT) and drive a wedge betweenour understanding of the God of Moses and
Israel and the God and Father of Jesus ChristThey are one and the same.

1. What problems (think about the surrounding culture) do we encounter when trying to hold fast to
unchanging biblical principals in the world today?

2. What do you (personally) set your course by? Why?


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%2023:19&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2033:11&version=NKJV

Interacting with the text

Interacting with the text

Goal: To learn about the unchanging nature of God. To grasp His immutability (not being subject or

susceptible to change) and its ramifications for us as Christians, especially as it relates this

trustworthine ss and dependability.

1. How is God's immutability directly related to the validity and trustworthiness of His Word, the
Scriptures, which define who we are and what we believe as Christians?

2. What is it that Packer says links us to the events and personagefound in the Old Testament? Why
is this important?

3. Packer says that there are six aspects of God that do not change. What are they?



Chapter 7: God Unchanging

4. Relate each one of these six aspects of Gow yourself and show how they demonstrate how you
are different from God. (e.g., Aspect God- me)

5. What is another word that explains that God's life is unchanging, immutable? Explain its meaning
in your own words.

6. How is God's character related to His immutability? Why is this aspect of His character importart to
us asChristians?



What to Do Next

7. What does it mean that God knows his own mind? What characteristic expresses this fact? What
does this characteristic of God teach you about yourself?

8. Why is God's unchanging purpose important to living your everyday Christian life? What does it
mean to you personally (e.g., seePhil 1:6)?

9. Food for thought: How does this unchanging nature of God relate to our understanding of the
Trinity and how we view each pe6omdesusclirist2 he Godhead,

What to Do Next

Before you readthe chapter for next week, look atquestion2 i n Chapter 80dAterConcern se
answering that, read Chapter Eight: The Majesty of GodConsider how Biblical figures responded to the
majesty of God and then interacting with their example decide what your response should be.

Goal: To ground ourselves in the utter reliability of God.

Armed with the truth that God does not change his mind we can stand on His promises while taking
confidence in his trustworthiness. With that in mind and remembering that we were created in His
image, think about what responsibility that lays at our feet.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%201:6&version=NKJV

Chapter 8: The Majesty of God

Today 0 s Gadsgreae God is good.

Scriptural background:

Jude 1:25 "To the only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty, daninion and power, both now and
ever. Amen."

Romans 1:21ad0 For al though they knew God, they nksdd t her
hi méo
Quotes for the week

"Henceforth the majesty of God revere; Fear Him, and you have nothing else to fear." James Fordyce
(1720-1796) Answer to a gentleman who apologized to the author for swearing

"As | was walking...and looking upon the sky and clouds, there came into my mind so sweet a sense of
the glorious majesty and grace of God, as | know not how to express. | seemed to see them both in a
sweet conjunction; majesty and meekness joined together; it was sweet, and gentle, and holy majesty;
and also a majestic meekness; an awful sweetness; a high, and great, and holy gentleness." Jonathan
Edwards (1703-1758) quoted in The Cambridge History of English and American Literatyrg¢olume18.

We live in a time of the exultation of the individual, the existential (personally experienced) moment.
Can we, with that as a background and coupled to all that surrounds us, even deal with the greatness
of God, much less appreciate andsubmit to it?

1. As atwenty-first century person, what does the concept of majesty mean to you?

2. Atthis point, before reading the chapter by Packer, how would you apply the concept of majesty to
God? (I want you to see how what Packer says may change youanderstanding.)

gl

































































































































